 BEST PRACTICES FOR ADVISING APPLICANTS ON PERSONAL STATEMENTS
A Personal Statement is exactly what it says it is; a “personal statement.” Many law school admission officers often refer to this as the applicant’s “interview” with the law school admission committee. There are a number of publications that offer advice on the crafting of these essays and applicants often seek advice from their prelaw advisors. Prelaw advisors are, of course, free to establish their own policies in terms of working with applicants on personal statements (and other essays) and may choose not to offer assistance in essay writing. For those who do assist in writing essays, we would like to suggest the following proper, practical and best practice for prelaw advisors guidelines for assisting applicants in their essay writing. These guidelines printed below are consistent with the metaphor used elsewhere in this statement: prelaw advisors can serve as coaches but they do not play the game for students 

First, pre-law advisors should not write or edit extensively these essays. They must be the work of the applicant. Applicants should be encouraged to consult each prospective target school’s guidelines/requirements for the personal statement before soliciting guidelines from a pre-law advisor or others (writing tutors, editors, etc…) If the applicant has a question about the law school’s guidelines/requirements, the applicant should consult the school directly.

Second, pre-law advisors, when asked by the applicants to assist in the writing of the essays may begin by asking the applicants to verbalize their reasons for applying to law school and engage the students in conversations that force them to clarify in their own minds their reasons. Prelaw advisors may, for example, request that students give them resumes, transcripts and other information that will enable them to brainstorm with the student possible approaches and topics appropriate for the personal statement. Prelaw advisors may also alert applicants to variations in law school instructions and requirements for personal statements, word or page expectations and limitations and to the possibility and purpose of additional optional statements.

Third, prelaw advisors may offer to read a draft of the personal statement or other essays and to comment and make suggestions. Prelaw advisors should not feel obliged to serve as proof readers or final editors. Perhaps the best analogy at this point is for prelaw advisors to take the stance of a book reviewer who does not write or edit the material but offers a critique.

Fourth, applicants should be reminded when signing an application stating “this is my work” that this is considered by the Bar Examiners to be an integrity issue.

